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Introduction

The Cycles of Cycling

Like everything in life, the popularity of cycling as a mode of transport or social leisure
activity, moves in cycles. Initially it belonged to the domain of the wealthy; but eventually
it became apparent that this plaything offered a simple and efficient way of travelling for
the general population — if it could be made in sufficient quantities and cheaply enough.
The industrial revolution perfected mass production and in the late 1800s it applied to
the bicycle in dramatic fashion. Now the working class could travel easily beyond walking
distance, far more economically and conveniently than by horse, and with a freedom of
direction not offered by the railroad track. Most importantly it was probably the first time
women could have independent means of personal transport. It has been said

that the bicycle had more effect on the liberation of women than anything else.

By the 1930s, with the increase of personal wealth and the development of motorised
transport, the car gradually eroded the bicycles popularity as the primary means of
transport. However, it would take another 30 years before the working class completely
abandoned the bicycle for the car. As the bicycle slowly diminished in terms of consumer
appeal, so did the fashion for using it at all, judging by the Australian experience. During the
mid-1960s, the majority of the adult population had virtually given up cycling, Children
still rode to school and used them until they were old enough to drive a car. This decline
was delayed in countries with shorter travelling distances and better public transport

systems, but to a greater or lesser extent it happened in Europe and North America.

The big manufacturers, not wishing to lose their market, fought back. For example, Peugeot
introduced a new range under the slogan of “The Freedom Machine'in 1970, attempting
to lure the young and active back into cycling, In Australia, as in other countries, they
successfully worked to establish and revive their market. The company assembled knocked
down bikes in their own Melbourne factory and sought out a new network of dealerships.
At this time Australia still had a traditional small bike shop in every town and suburb,
struggling to survive and serving principally the teenage and childrens market. Some shops
were still making their own frames but mostly were assembling bikes from bought-in parts,

augmented with cheap, fully assembled Asian import models.
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Racing Bicycles
100 Years of Steel
by David Rapley

Racing Bicycles: 100 Years of Steel depicts racing bikes from the turn of the
20th century to the modern era, and features spectacular photography of racing
machines from the Tour de France, the Olympics and World Championships, as
well as bikes for everyday use.

The breathtaking new compilation gathers a hand-picked selection of bicycles
from Europe and Australia, and documents developments in technology and

Features leading brands from the past hundred years, including:

Ace - Bates - Bianchi « Bullock - Cecil Walker - Cinelli
Claud Butler - Colnago - Deane Toseland - Eddy Merckx
Ephgrave - Ganna - Hartley - Healing - Hetchinslxion
Maine Star - Malvern Star - Massey Harris - Nuvorelli
Olmo - Paris - Perkins - Peugeot - Raleigh - Rambler
Raphael Geminiani - Rob Special - Rossmore
Super Elliot - Tom Wallace - Vitus

style over the past century. Racing bikes integrate form and function and the
results are often surprisingly elegant, as well as practical, whether for cycling in
competition or for pleasure.

The racing bikes contained in this book range from unused models to well-ridden
but lovingly restored machines — from early 20th-century models made entirely
from steel to the latest in carbon-fibre and titanium technology.

ISBN 978 1 86470 482 2 Format 254 mm x 254 mm Binding Casebound with jacket Pages 236 lllustrations Full colour In bookstores September 2012

For publicity information contact Merry Lovell: merry@imagespublishing.com +61 3 9561 5544

Distributed in North America by ACC Distribution www.accdistribution.com
To place an order contact ACC Distribution at +1 413 529 0861 or orders@antique-acc.com

Distributed rest of world (excluding Australasia and Asia) by ACC Distribution www.accdistribution.com
To place an order contact ACC Distribution at +44 (0) 1394 389 950 or sales@antique-acc.com

Distributed in Australia by Alpa Books
To place an order contact +61 8 8389 2104 or andrew.easton@alpabooks.com.au

Distributed in New Zealand by Bookreps NZ www.bookreps.co.nz
To place an order contact Bookreps NZ at +64 9 419 2635 or sales@bookreps.co.nz

Distributed in Asia by Azur Corporation www.azurbook.co.jp
To place an order contact Azur Corporation at +81 3 3291 0725 or azur@galaxy.ocn.ne.jp

Distributed in China by Beijing Designer Books www.designerbooks.com.cn
To place an order contact Beijing Designer Books at +86 010 59626195 or import03@designerbooks.com.cn

Distributed in Hong Kong by APD Hong Kong asiapubs.com.hk
To place an order contact APD Hong Kong at edward_summerson@asiapubs.com.hk

Distributed in South East Asia by APD Singapore www.apdsing.com
To place an order contact APD Singapore at +65 6749 3551 or ian@apdsing.com
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